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Area Puncture Algorithm

NoYes

Has the vessel got other palpable areas to needle?

Is the patient insistent 
that only certain areas of 
the fistula are needled?

No

Utilise new areas of 
Fistula to needle

Educate patient and 
other staff importance of 

fistula development

Document changes in 
sites in patient kardex

Recode as Rope Ladder in 
needling audit

Yes

is this because the 
alternative is too painful

No

Assess fistula bruit / 
Access flows

Request Consultant in 
charge of patient care to 

review

Doctor to request doppler 
scans / angio as he / she 

feels appropriate

Discuss care in QA/MDT 
meeting
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