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Infected Fistula/Graft

Infection: Red, 
Pain, Oozing, 
Warm, Defined 
edge

Patient 
symptomatic? 
Rigors, 
Temperature, 
Feeling unwell

Is it possible to 
needle unaffected 
area?

Take swabs, blood 
cultures,

CRP,
U&E

Continue with 
dialysis and refer 
to renal registrar/
consultant main 
unit for review 

post dialysis

Refer to renal 
registrar/consultant 
and main unit, do not 
attempt to dialyse, 
take swabs, peripheral 
blood cultures, urgent 
U&Es and CRP

No

Yes

Yes
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Buttonhole Irritation

Irritation
Red
Itchy
Dry

Use Videne pre 
scab removal and 
Chloraprep post scab 
removal for 6 sessions.
Introduce Dermol 
Cream

Improved

Continue Dermol 
Cream, reintroduce  
Chlorhexidine pink 
0.5% pre scab removal 
and Chloraprep post, 
ensuring drying times 
adhered to

Irritation reoccurs?

Use Videne only pre 
and post scab removal 

for 6 sessions

Improved

No Yes

Discontinue 
buttonhole technique. 
Use ropeladder with 

Chloraprpep

May have sensitivity 
Chlorhexidine pink 
0.5% .Continue long 
term with Videne 
only pre and post scab 
removal reviewing 
skin integrity each 
session

If irritation reoccurs, 
discontinue 
buttonhole technique, 
refer to medics for 
advice on cleaning 
agent

Yes

Yes

Yes

No
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Ropeladder Irritation

Irritation
Red
Itchy
Dry

NoImproved

Improved

No Yes

Yes

Allergic to Videne?

No

Stop Chloraprep for 6 
sessions,

use Videne only with 
Dermol Cream

Continue Dermol 
Cream, reintroduce 
Chloraprep ensuring 
drying times adhered to

Irritation reoccurs?

May have sensitivity to 
Chloraprep. Continue 
long term with 
Videne/Chlorhexidine 
pink 0.5%

Yes
Use Chlorhexidine 
Pink 0.5% and Dermol 
cream for 6 sessions

Refer to medics for advice regarding 
cleaning agents. Needle unaffected area 
if possible.

Yes
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Choice for Fistula Needling Method

Fistula Type

No

Brachial

Yes

Limited Needling?

Yes

Radial

Rope Ladder

Positive

Skin problems

Yes
eg. Eczema, 

Psoriasis, dry 
etc

Rope Ladder

Swab for MSSA

Buttonhole

Negative

No


