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Management of Peritoneal Dialysis Exit Site and Tunnel Infection

Signs and Symptoms

1. Evidence of inflammation, erythema or purulent discharge.
2. + or – Pus
3. Erythema and tenderness over PD catheter tunnel.
Treatment
1. Obtain swab and send to Microbiology for microbiology, culture and sensitivity.

2. Prescribe Flucloxacillin 500mg qds for a minimum of 14 days, until the exit-site appears entirely normal.  Should infection persist at 21 days the catheter should be removed. If patient is allergic to Penicillin – Erythromycin is to be used.
3. Culture and antibiotic sensitivities should guide antibiotics.

4. If tunnel infection is suspected an ultrasound is useful in confirming the diagnosis.  A combination of Flucloxacillin 500mg qds and Rifampacin 300mg bd is prescribed for a minimum of 2 weeks. The patient is counselled regarding the high likelihood of catheter removal and is reviewed weekly.
5. Ensure follow up with Home Therapies Department; contact Ext 5011.
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